PACS AT THE CALDERDALE ROYAL HOSPITAL

The Calderdale Royal Hospital, a 614 bed new PFI build, was opened in 

April 2001, and includes a hospital-wide GE PACS (which is not 

included within the PFI project).

The system includes 95 clinical workstations, 57 web browsers with

PACS software, 4 Radworks, a digitiser and two camera servers.

The Diagnostic Imaging Department currently undertakes around 120 000 

examinations per year (inpatients, outpatients, GP referrals and A&E 

patients). Modalities integrated with PACS include Angiography, 

Computed Radiography, Fluoroscopy, Ultrasound, CT and MRI. In 

addition, images from theatres acquired with non-Dicom Image 

Intensifiers are sent to PACS via Radworks.

The RIS system integrated to PACS is a product based on (now 

obsolete) MUMPS, and was built and developed in-house. Despite

initial cynicism of those involved in the Calderdale PACS project, the

result was a superb integration which managed to squeeze maximum

functionality from the PACS.

Future steps in the PACS story at Calderdale include rollout to 

Huddersfield, which became part of the same Trust following a merger in 

April 2001, and integration into EPR during 2004.


